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FIG. 3. Allowed flavor ratios at Earth for di↵erent choices of
source ratios, assuming standard mixing. Projected 1�, 2�,
and 3� exclusion curves from IceCube-Gen2 are included for
comparison (gray, dotted); see main text.

shrink when the mixing parameters are better known). A
source composition of (1 : 0 : 0)S is already disfavored at
& 2�. While the current IceCube fit is compatible with
the standard

�
1
3 : 1

3 : 1
3

�
� at 1�, the best-fit point cannot

be reached within the Standard Model.

An upgrade of IceCube would have excellent discrim-
ination power, as indicated by the projected sensitivity
curves we estimate for IceCube-Gen2 and show in Fig. 3.
We reduced the IceCube uncertainties by a factor 5, cor-
responding to an exposure increased by a factor ⇠ 25
(⇠ 6 times larger e↵ective area [40] and twelve years
instead of three). The true sensitivity might be worse
(due to sparser instrumentation) or better (due to new
techniques or to the discovery of flavor-identifying sig-
nals [43, 44, 46, 48, 51, 66–74]). To be conservative,
we assumed the best fit will correspond to the most-
frequently considered composition, ( 13 : 1

3 : 1
3 )�, for

which it will be most di�cult to test for new physics.

Flavor ratios with new physics.— New physics
can modify the flavor composition at production, during
propagation, or in interaction. In the first two cases, it
will a↵ect the flavor composition that reaches the detec-
tor; this is our focus. In the last case —which includes,
e.g., non-standard interactions [75] and renormalization
group running of the mixing parameters [76]— we as-
sume that new physics, possibly energy-dependent, can
be separated by probing the interaction length in Earth
via the angular dependence of the neutrino flux [77–80].

In extreme scenarios, there could be only one mass
eigenstate present at detection, and the flavor composi-
tion would correspond to that of one eigenstate. This

FIG. 4. Allowed flavor ratios at Earth in a general class of
new-physics models. These produce linear combinations of
the flavor content of ⌫3, ⌫2, and ⌫1, shown as yellow (dashed)
curves, from left to right. The standard mixing 3� region
from Fig. 2 is shown as a magenta (dotted) curve.

could happen if all but one mass eigenstate completely
decays or if matter-a↵ected mixing at the source singles
out a specific one for emission.

Figure 4 shows the allowed region if we restrict our-
selves to a general class of new-physics models —those in
which arbitrary combinations of incoherent mass eigen-
states are allowed (we give examples below of mod-
els that can access the area outside this region). The
↵-flavor content of an allowed point is computed as
k1 |U↵1|2 + k2 |U↵2|2 + k3 |U↵3|2, where the ki are varied
under the constraint k1+k2+k3 = 1 and the values of the
mixing parameters are fixed. To generate the complete
region, we repeat the procedure by varying the mixing
parameters within their uncertainties.

For a particular new-physics model, the functional
forms and values of the ki are determined by its param-
eters. The most dramatic examples include all variants
of neutrino decay among mass eigenstates, both partial
and complete [25, 81–84], and secret neutrino interac-
tions [85–91]; the ki in these cases depend on neutrino
lifetimes and new coupling constants, respectively. Other
examples are pseudo-Dirac neutrinos [92–94] and deco-
herence on the Planck-scale structure of spacetime [95–
101].

Even with this general class of new-physics models,
only about 25% of the flavor triangle can be accessed.
The current IceCube best fit cannot be reached even by
invoking this class of physics models. IceCube-Gen2 will
be needed to strongly constrain such new-physics models.

Interestingly, there is more than one way in which


